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The panda made preparations for Gandhi's ablution in the proper
orthodox manner, for which Gandhi paid a rupee and four annas.
After the bath in the Ganges, he >yent to the Kashi Vishwanath
temple for darshan, through a narrow, slippery and dirty lane. The
atmosphere in the temple repelled him. He offered a pie as a dakshina
to a pestering priest, who swore at Gandhi and said, "This insult will
take you straight to hell."
Next Gandhi saw Mrs. Besant, who was convalescing, and said,
"I only wanted to pay my respects. I am thankful that you have been
good enough to receive me in spite of your indifferent health.55 So
saying he took leave of her.
Gandhi stayed at Rajkot and practised there for a few months.
In the beginning he was rather nervous but he won a case on the
original side in Jamnagar and gained some confidence. He wanted to
stay in Rajkot longer but his friends did not want him to vegetate
there. Also Gokhale was very anxious that Gandhi should settle in
Bombay, practise at the bar and help him in the Congress work.
Gandhi left Rajkot in the middle of 1902. In Bombay he took cham-
bers in Payne Gilbert and Sayani's offices in Fort, and a house in
Girgaum. It looked as though he had settled down.
Scarcely had Gandhi moved into his new house, when his second
son, Manilal, had a severe attack of typhoid, combined with pneu-
monia and signs of delirium. A Parsi doctor advised eggs and chicken
broth, but Gandhi would not consent. He said: "There should be a
limit even to the means of keeping ourselves alive; religion as I under-
stand it does not permit the use of meat or eggs for me or mine even
on occasions like this, and I must, therefore, take the risk that you say
is likely." Gandhi began to give Manilal hip baths according to
Kuhne, and kept him on orange juice mixed with water for three days.
The temperature persisted and now Gandhi was rather nervous. But
he stuck to hydropathy and gave Manilal a wet sheet pack and cover-
ed him with two blankets. The experiment at first seemed to fail but
in the end it resulted in Manilal's recovery. Gandhi shifted from the
damp and ill-lighted residence in Girgaum to a bungalow in Santa
Cruz, a suburb of Bombay.
Gandhi prospered in his profession better than he expected, though
he had not yet succeeded in securing any work in the High Court.
Like other fresh barristers he regularly attended the hearing of the
cases in the High Court, and used the law library. He made fresh